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the war in that country. In the following letter
to his uncle, Captain Harris gave a detailed
account of what he denominates the tragedy of
Trenton, and which appears to have arisen from
one of those chances in war upon which the fate
of empires has often depended.

"January 16, 1777.

"You know from history reverses in war
are not uncommon. To have had our successes
continued totally uninterrupted was, perhaps,
more than the most sanguine tory ever expected.
Till very lately Caesar's laconic c Veni, vidi, vici,*
might justly have been used by us. Had I time
I would attempt to relate the whole affair at
Trenton as it passed, according to the best inform-
ation we could collect. But you must be con-
tented with a slight sketch. We understand that
Colonel Rawle, who commanded the Hessians,,
had intelligence of the intended attack, and had
his men under amis the whole night. Long
after day-break, a most violent storm of snow
coming on, he thought ho might safely permit his
men to lie down, and in this state they were sur-
prised by the enemy. The Hessians were about
1,300; between 800 and 900 were taken, the rest
escaping by a road, by which nearly the whole
might have got off, if in those moments every
man had been collected. But this is not to be
expected. This success gave the Americans such